
 

SOUTH CANTERBURY FUNDERS OVERVIEW (Facebook @scfundersforum) Updated February 2023 

Applicants may apply for any number of funding opportunities for which they are eligible. It is typical for project costs to be shared among several funders with a strong fundraising component undertaken by the applicant’s members/volunteers.  

Funder What Who Where When How Value Find out more 

Community Trust of 
Mid and South 
Canterbury 

Health, social and wellbeing 
Sports and recreation 
Arts, culture and heritage 
Education 
Environment 
Community 

Not for profit groups 
Registered charities 
Incorporated societies 
 

Mid and South 
Canterbury – Rakaia to 
the Waitaki River 

Operational costs up to $15k – 
April, September deadlines 
Main Rounds – May & October 
deadlines 
Capital up to $20k – Feb & July 
deadlines  
https://comtrust.org.nz/deadlin
es-meeting-dates/ 

Online  2 x operational costs Rounds - 
up to $15k 
2 x Main Rounds – operational 
& capital – Over $20K 
2 x capital Rounds – up to $20K 
1 x Foodbank Round by 
invitation only 

http://comtrust.org.nz/ 
03 687 7589 
0800 672 287 
crm@comtrust.org.nz  
 

Trust Aoraki Amateur Sport (minimum 70% available funds). 
Education, Arts, Health, General Community (up to 
30%). Refer Authorised Purposes on the website. 

Not for profit groups 
Registered charities 
Incorporated societies 
 

Fairlie, Kurow, 
Otematata, Pleasant 
Point, Temuka, Timaru, 
Twizel 

 
Every two months  

Email or 
hard 
copy  

Variable, previous 2 years 
around $1.5 million in each 
financial year 

www.trustaoraki.co.nz 
linda.kenny@trustaoraki.co.nz 
03 688 9930 
027 264 4003 

Community 
Organisation Grants 
Scheme (COGS) 

Community and wellbeing NFP groups, trusts and 
incorporated societies. 
Funding seeks to support small 
grassroots organisations in the 
Aoraki region 

Aoraki LDC for Mid & 
South Canterbury 

Once a year –see website for 
opening date  

Online Upper limit of $10,000 for 
groups who are not a legal 
entity. 

www.communitymatters.org.nz 
Call centre 0800 824 824 
or ask for Riwia Apanui 
christchurchdiafunding@dia.govt.nz 
 

Lottery Grants Board Lottery Community: Community and wellbeing 
(other, see website) 

NFP groups, trusts and 
incorporated societies 

Canterbury Kaikoura for 
South or Mid 
Canterbury requests 

See website for funding rounds -
2 per year 

Online Upper limit of $10,000 for 
groups who are not a legal 
entity 

Aoraki Foundation Health, Education, Social, Community well being Not for profit charitable 
organisations, clubs and 
community groups 

Aoraki South 
Canterbury (Timaru, 
Mackenzie, Waimate) 

Twice yearly (March, 
September) 

Online Variable amounts, limits may be 
set for each round. See 
application form for more detail 

https://www.aorakifoundation.co.nz/  
03 687 7363 or 021 181 7141 
admin@aorakifoundation.co.nz  

Perpetual Guardian R & N Wait Charitable Trust (for Heritage projects 
in Canterbury region) 

Charities excl clubs Canterbury Once a year around Feb Online $10,000 to $50,000 range  
 
09 909 5182 
Email: 
philanthropy@pgtrust.co.nz 
 
 
 
https://www.perpetualguardian.co.nz/phila
nthropy/grants-and-scholarships  
  
 
 
https://www.perpetualguardian.co.nz/phila
nthropy/grant-seekers/ 
 
https://www.perpetualguardian.co.nz/wp-
content/uploads/2022-Application-
Schedule-ORG-28SEP22.pdf  

South Canterbury Trusts 
Encompassing the A & R Edgar South Canterbury 
Trust and The General Charitable Fund South 
Canterbury (discretionary for charitable purposes)  

Charities excl clubs South Canterbury  Once a year around April Online Up to $2,500  

Von Burns Charitable Trust (discretionary for 
charitable purposes) 

Charities excl clubs Canterbury Once a year around May Online $5,000 to $10,000 range 

Eva & Harold Wilson Charitable Trust (care and 
welfare of elderly poor persons) 

Charities excl clubs Canterbury Once a year around May Online $5,000 to $20,000 range 

Christchurch Casino Charitable 
Trust (NFP community organisations supporting 
individuals or families suffering the effects of 
addictive/compulsive behavioural problems) 

Charities and not for profit 
community organisations 

Canterbury Once a year around July Online $2,000 to $20,000 range 

New Zealand Charitable 
Foundation (ongoing Humanitarian and Arts 
projects)  

Charities and not for profit 
community organisations 

Canterbury Once a year around October Online $2,000 to $2,500 range 

Other – refer to website as new ones added 
regularly 

Charities excl clubs New Zealand Various Online Various - refer to website 

Creative Communities 
(Creative NZ funds) 

Opportunities for creative participation in the arts Individuals, organisations, 
businesses 

Timaru District 4 per year (February, May, 
August, November) 

PDF on 
website 
 
Email or 
hard 
copy 

$43,380 GST excl per year  
www.timaru.govt.nz/community-funding 
03 687 7200 
fundingenquiry@timdc.govt.nz 
 

Timaru District Council  Public Events Community Based 
Organisations 

 2 per year 
Close March, August 

General Grants Fund Council 
contribution per year $113K 
plus unspent funds. Rural Community Halls Maintenance Rural Community Hall 

Societies 

Historic/Heritage Maintenance/Operating Costs Museums, historic/heritage 
organisations 

Substantial Donations – Facility 
Improvement/Development 

Community Based 
Organisations 

$30K per year. 
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Loans – Facility Improvement/Development Community Based 
Organisations 

Ave $400k  

Minimal Donations Community Based 
Organisations 

As received – not retrospective Up to $500 

NZ Representative Donations Individuals selected to 
represent NZ overseas 

As received – not retrospective Up to $250 

Youth Entertainment 
(Council Fund) 

Youth entertainment, events and activities for a 
group aged 12 to 25 years.  

Community Based 
Organisations 

2 per year 
Close March, August 

$10K per year 

Thomas Hobson Trust 
(finances/will by Public 
Trust) 

Public and charitable projects freely available to 
Public. Capital projects. 

Community Based 
Organisations 
Not Sports Clubs. 

Former Geraldine 
Country (Temuka and 
Geraldine areas) 

1 per year.  Close October. Average: 
Geraldine - $14K 
Temuka - $9K 

AD Hally Trust 
(finances/will by 
Perpetual Guardian) 

Relief of Poverty 
Education Advancement 
Religion Advancement 
Purposes Beneficial to the Community 

Charitable organisations  South Canterbury 2 per year 
Close April, September 

Average $30K GST exclusive per 
meeting plus funds 
accumulated for larger projects  

Waimate District 
Council 

WDC Community Grant  
WDC Sports Grant 
Sport NZ Rural Travel  
Creative Communities NZ 
Heritage Grant 
Recreational Track Grant  

Open to clubs, groups and 
organisations 

 Waimate District April and October  
April and October  
April and October  
September and March 
February and August 
February and August 

Web 
form  

$5,000.00 per round 
$5,000.00 per round 
c.a. $4,500.00 per round c.a. 
$5,500.00 per round 
$2,500.00 per round 
$10,000 per round 

https://www.waimatedc.govt.nz   
+64 3 689 7771 
info@waimatedc.govt.nz  

Mackenzie District 
Council 

Creative Communities Scheme 
Sport NZ Rural Travel  
Mackenzie County Scholarship 
Genesis Tekapo Township Grant 
Fairlie, Tekapo & Twizel Community Board Grants 
Heritage Protection Grant & others (see website) 

Open to not-for-profit groups 
and organisations, individuals 

Some grants are district 
wide; some are 
restricted to township 
areas 

Some grants are once or twice 

a year. Community board 

grants are always open. 

Scholarships are awarded in 

December 

Online See website for more 
information. 
 
Total of all grants about $50K 
per year. 

http://www.mackenzie.govt.nz/Site/Commu
nity/Grants  
03 685 9010 
 
Arlene.goss@mackenzie.govt.nz 

Aotearoa Gaming Trust 
(Formerly Southern 
Trust) 

Community, Arts, Education, Health, Sports NFP community groups, trusts 
and incorporated societies 

Region where funds are 
generated – Timaru and 
Mackenzie districts 

Applications up to $30,000 
considered weekly. 
> $30,000 monthly 

Online Subject to income from venues www.agt.nz 
0800-424-274 
info@agt.nz 

Alpine Energy Sports, Arts, Cultural, Heritage, Educational, 
Environment 

Local clubs, groups, 
organisations, trusts, 
individuals (personal grants) 

Rangitata River in the 
north, to Waitaki River 
in the south, to Mt 
Cook in the west. 

Two rounds 
- opening March 01- April 30 & 
September 01 - October 31 

Online or 
hard 
copy 

Open value - depends on 
outcome achieved. 

https://www.alpineenergy.co.nz/corporate/
sponsorship    
Michelle Agnew 
Michelle.agnew@alpineenergy.co.nz 

Environment 
Canterbury 

Waitaha Action to Impact Fund - Aims to build 
community engagement and action for a better 
environment in the region. 

Community Groups 
See website for options for 
other entities. 

Zones throughout 
Canterbury 

Up to $600k per annum 
Opens July, closes September 

Online Open value https://www.ecan.govt.nz/get-
involved/support/waitaha-action-to-impact-
fund/ 
chris.eccleston@ecan.govt.nz  

Transpower Community 
Care Fund 

Grants to long-lasting projects (no 
events/programmes) with wide community benefit 
where the area is impacted by National Grid assets 
or projects.  No operational costs. Projects that 
benefit Environment or Māori. 

Not for profits, registered 
charities, incorporated 
societies.  Not other funders. 
Minimum 15% of funding to 
Māori organisations 

Where Transpower’s 
national grid is located 
– typically no further 
away than 5km  

Twice yearly funding (decisions 
made late March and late 
September).  EOIs to be in by 
end of October and end of April 
respectively 

Online  $5,000 to $50,000. Typically 15 
to 20 projects funded each 
round (out of around 80-100 
applicants). 

https://www.transpower.co.nz/apply-
communitycare-fund  
04 590 7005 
CommunityCare.Fund@transpower.co.nz 
Based in Wellington 

The Aspect Trust Amateur elite athletes gaining New Zealand 
Representation 

Individual Athletes from South 
Canterbury 

South Canterbury Open with bi-monthly decisions. 
Annual Scholarship round in 
February 

Online Scholarship up to $5000 
Representing New Zealand at 
events up to $3000  

http://aspecttrust.co.nz/  
web form for inquiries  

Sport Canterbury 
Tu Manawa Active 
Aotearoa 

Organisations that deliver programmes that 
provide improved skills or more opportunities for 
young people in the community 

Schools, Community Sport 
Groups. 

Canterbury West Coast 
Region.  

August / September Online Five different programme funds 
available. 

https://www.sportcanterbury.org.nz/  
(03) 686 0751 
southcanterbury@sportcanterbury.org.nz  

Meridian    https://www.meridianenergy.co.nz/about-us/community-support/community-funds/waitaki/ 

The Tindall Foundation  https://tindall.org.nz/           Public Trust   https://www.publictrust.co.nz/grants/how-do-i-find-one   

Lions Clubs   http://www.lionsclubs.org.nz/           Catalytic Foundation www.catalytic.org.nz  (formerly United Way) 
Rotary Clubs   www.timarurotary.club          Pub Charities  http://www.pubcharitylimited.org.nz/ 
Trust Power    https://www.trustpower.co.nz/getting-to-know-us/community-involvement/community-awards  Hugo Charitable Trust www.hugocharitabletrust.nz 
Waimate District Charitable Foundation  https://www.waimatefoundation.co.nz/      NZ Community Trust https://www.nzct.org.nz/ 
 
Other useful organisations – Volunteering Mid & South Canterbury https://vmsc.org.nz/  ; Community Accounts Service casct.org.nz ; Community House Timaru https: //comtrust.org.nz/; SC Chamber of Commerce https://www.scchamber.org.nz/  
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